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MISSIONARIES 
 

 Timer and Mary Ann 
Hartley, Northern Afri-
ca and the Middle East 

 Younis Farhat, Pastor, 
Asian-Indian Mission 

 Jim and Viola Palmer, 
United States 

 Hannah Redd, United 
States 

 Samantha Mullaney, 
Red Sea region in the 
Middle East 

 Josh and Rebekah Holt 
and baby Jan, England 

 Jan and Ed Kotynski, 
Wycliffe translators 

HOMEBOUND 
 

 Sandra Abney 
 Alvin Ashcraft 
 Bill Barksdale 
 Sarah Bell 
 Hazel Burns 
 Roscoe Carden 
 Marilyn Carlile 
 Jewel Coker 
 Eleanor Culberson 
 Jane Drake 
 Charlie & Mary Duncan 
 Walker Elster 
 David & Betty Hilburn 
 Louise Hunter 
 Preston & Allene 

Mangum 
 Sue Moyer 
 Don Patterson 
 Lorene Quinette 
 Horace Richardson 
 Emmalene Rogers 
 William Ross 
 Cora Willis 
 

Thanksgiving is just around the corner and everyone is getting ready for this highly anticipated 

season that runs through Christmas. Thanksgiving is a time when we think about all of God’s 

blessings and thank Him for His love that is expressed through Jesus Christ.  

So let’s do a small mental exercise. All that you will need is a pencil and paper. So put on your 

thinking cap and: 

List the top twenty blessings for which you are thankful. This exercise will take you a little 

time because you should put a lot of thought into it.  

Once this is done, prioritize the ten blessings that are the most significant of the twenty.  

Now, trim the list to the top five important blessings for you. This is where the rubber 

meets the road. This part of the exercise trims the list to the ones that are the most 

important for you and your family. 

But I will challenge you now to go one step farther: 

List the top five most precipitous blessings. This forces all of us to consider things that we 

would not ordinarily identify as a blessing—at least, right off the bat.  

Being barren, Sarah had no idea that her greatest blessing was about to materialize in her 

ninetieth year—the birth of Isaac. When Gideon’s army slowly decreased to a dire number – 

300 men – this faithful leader may not have considered this to be the prelude of one of the 

greatest blessings in his life, a glorious victory over a large Midianite army. 

When you see virtual disaster, God may see ultimate victory. Sometimes we need to thank 

God for the difficult times and those we consider failures. When we maintain faith in God, 

who (I remind you) continues to control life’s situations, circumstances and storms, the  

greatest blessings of our lives may be just around the corner.  

You may ask: “So why the dark periods?” Darkness always makes the light brightest. A pre-

cious jewel glistens brighter when on a dark cloth. The blessings of God are worth the wait. 

“And give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”  

(Ephesians 5:20, NLT).   

Regardless of how you may feel now, this could be your best Thanksgiving ever! So enjoy! 

Pastor Al 

PASTOR’S NOTES AL SOUTHERLAND 

YOUNG IN HEART 

On October 14th, YIH members went on their annual Apple trip and had a beautiful day. On 

November 12th, we will meet for a catered dish luncheon and Podiatrist Dr. Matthew John will 

be our guest speaker.  Also, we will be collecting toys for Toys for Tots.  Please bring an un-

wrapped toy. Please call Mary LaRue with any questions. 
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OUR CORE 
VALUES 

 

Our power source is prayer 
 

Our church is to be Christ-like 
 

Our sacred activity is worship 
 

Our mission is to reach people 
for Christ 

 
Our responsibility is to disciple 

believers 
 

Our message must remain 
unchanged while our  

methodologies change 
 

Our calling is to be involved in 
a servant ministry 

 
Our resolve is to do ministry 

through a “kingdom 
vision” 

  
Our quest is to do ministry 

with excellence 
 

Our desire is to be faithful 
stewards 

I just love when fall reaches the South. The anticipation that winter is just around the 

corner and that in other parts of the world that I love to visit (specifically, the moun-

tains of northwestern Canada) the snow will soon be falling (if it isn’t already). Being 

outside on a snowy day in the mountains or skating on a frozen pond on a bluebird day 

are two of my favorite things to do. 

Maybe that is why when the leaves begin their transformation from green into their 

brilliant colors of red, yellow, and orange, and paint a beautiful kaleidoscope of colors 

on the green grass, I can’t help but smile. But on this fall day, as I took my son to 

school, my thoughts were a little more deep than thinking about skiing or skating. I had 

been at the school about a week before and there was a beautiful tree in front of the 

school with bright yellow leaves. The tree caught my eye on that particular day as its 

golden leaves shimmered in a light breeze against a cool, fall blue sky backdrop. The 

blue sky made the brilliance of the yellow leaves look even more rich and stunning. 

On this morning, just a week or so after seeing the tree before, the number of leaves 

still left on the tree had diminished and most of them had fallen to the ground creating 

a beautiful, untouched circle around the base of the tree. The untouched leaves on the 

ground reminded me of a fresh snow that was untracked. The leaves were still freshly 

fallen and therefore they still retained all of their vibrant color. You see, I thought to 

myself that in just a few short days, now that the leaves had fallen from the tree, it 

wouldn’t be long that the color would be gone and the once bright golden leaves would 

turn brown, wither and crunch under your feet when you walked on them. As I sat in 

the parking lot with my son waiting for school to open their doors, I pondered these 

thoughts and realized a teachable moment with my son. I asked Hayden, “Do you see 

that tree over there where half of the leaves have fallen off but the other half have re-

mained on the tree? What happens to the leaves after they fall on the ground?” He 

thought for a while and before he could answer, I began explaining. I explained to him 

that the leaves on the tree remained yellow because the roots of the tree contained wa-

ter that was providing life giving nourishment to the leaves. But, that is only the case so 

long as the leaves remained on the tree. Once they fell to the ground, they turned 

brown and died. Then I told him what scripture says in John 15:5, “I am the vine; you 

are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from 

me, you can do nothing.” What a perfect example of this spiritual truth the Lord gives 

us through His own creation, fall leaves. As long as we remain in His Word, in daily 

prayers, in seeking to please Him and do His will, our lives will radiate with the beautiful 

colors of the fall leaves, all because of the life giving nourishment that comes from be-

ing attached to THE vine of eternal life. 

      Lofton Spencer 



PICTURE OF THE MONTH 
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On Sunday, November 15, immediately following the 11:00 worship service, all Sandy Plains 

Baptist Church members who are veterans, widows/widowers of veterans, or currently serving 

in the U.S. military are invited to attend a luncheon in honor of their service.  Sign up at the 

Welcome Cen-

ter.  Spouses or 

other family mem-

bers are wel-

come.  Please in-

clude the total 

guests for each 

household. 

Chase 

gives 

driving 

lesson  to 

his dad 

HONORING OUR VETERANS 

UP AND COMING 

Young In Heart will meet on 

Thursday, November 12th 

for a Catered luncheon. 

The Caring and Sharing 

group will meet on Thursday, 

November12th at the home 

of Darlene LaHue at 7pm. 

 

The Leadership Meeting will 

be on Sunday, November 1st 

at 4pm in C-18. 

The WMU Council Meeting 

will be on Wednesday,  

November 4th at 6pm in C6. 

Mission Seekers will meet 

on Thursday, November 5th 

at 10:30am in C-18. 

The Senior Men’s Meeting 

will be Tuesday, November 

17th in the Fellowship Hall at 

10am. 

We will go to Heritage on 

Sunday, November 22nd at 

4pm. 

 



OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Dr. Alvin Southerland 
Senior Pastor 

al@sandyplains.org 
 

Bryan Paine 
Worship Pastor 

bryan@sandyplains.org 
 

Gary McEntire 
Pastor to Students 

gary@sandyplains.org 
 

Janet Porter  
Children’s Director 

janetporter@sandyplains.org 
 

Terri Butler 
Preschool Director 

terri@sandyplains.org 
 

Dr. Don Mason 
Pastor to Senior Adults 

 Year-To-Date 
Budget: 

$559,000 
 

Year-To-Date 
Offerings: 
$554,440 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child delivers great joy to millions of 

children around the world 

through shoeboxes lovingly and prayerfully packed with 

gifts that will bring delight to a child. In the hands of local 

churches, every gift-filled shoebox is a powerful tool for 

evangelism and discipleship—transforming the lives of chil-

dren and their families around the world through the Good 

News of Jesus Christ!  As shoebox gifts are distributed, local 

pastors or church leaders present the Gospel in a fun way 

designed for kids while family and friends listen in. Along 

with their shoebox gift, children also receive The Greatest 

Gift, a colorful presentation of the Gospel in their own lan-

guage.  

Packing a shoebox is easy and fun. First, pack the shoe box 

with items such as: toy cars, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that light up and make noise (pack 

extra batteries in their original packaging), pens, pencils, pencil sharpeners, crayons, markers, 

notebooks, paper, solar calculators, coloring books, picture books, toothbrushes, bar soap, 

washcloths, T-Shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights, (with extra 

batteries), etc.  

Second, you can add in a personal note and a photo of yourself or your family. Include your 

name and address and the child may be able to write back. 

Last, put in that “WOW!” item. Delight a child with a medium to large item that will capture 

their attention the moment they open the box. These items can be a soccer ball with a pump, a 

stuffed animal, puppets, truck, a doll, a musical instrument, an outfit or shoes, etc. 

DO NOT INLCUDE used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or  

military figures; chocolate or food,; out-of-date candy; liquids or lotions; medications or  

vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans 



CHILDREN  JANET PORTER 

HARVEST HOEDOWN 

Wow!  We had an amazing time at the Harvest Hoedown. Thank you to all who helped and 

attended, I could not have done it without you.  We served 600 hot dogs and hamburgers 

and had over 100 families from our community.  Everyone had a fabulous time playing 

games, visiting Clint the Cowboy and his horse, eating cotton candy and walking the Trunk 

or Treat Trail.  At the end of the Harvest Hoedown, everyone gathered on the lawn to see if 

their name would be picked to win a prize.  Winner or not, everyone left happy and full!  

We look forward to seeing y'all next year for Harvest Hoedown 2016! 

AWANA  

Every Wednesday night, we are teaching an average of 28 clubbers at AWANA!  Each week 

children strive to bring their Bible and handbook, wear their uniform and deposit money in 

our mission jar.  The clubbers have collected $120 for our mission project, so far this year!  

All of our volunteers work hard to help each child put God’s word in their hearts and learn 

how they can serve Jesus every day.   

THANKFUL 

In November, we put an extra emphasis on being thankful.  It’s a concept that we are con-

stantly teaching to our children, daily reminding them to say thank you.  I wonder, how 

often should we be reminding ourselves to be thankful?  As adults, we are faced daily with 

challenges and disappointments, making it very easy to slip into a “what about me” mind-

set.  We have so much to thank God for, especially the opportunity He has given us to 

teach His children.  So, be careful and take notice this month of the little ones around you 

who are listening.  With careful thought before we speak, our children will learn how to be 

thankful just by watching the adults in their lives! 
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God meant 

for us to not 

just survive 

in the day to 

day tasks, 

but to thrive 

as we grow 

closer to 

Him and 

lead others 

to do the 

same. 



MIDDLE / HIGH SCHOOL GARY MCENTIRE 

2 CORINTHIANS 8:7 Page 7 

 

We are in the process of rolling out our new participation incentive program. In this program, 

students will be able to earn credits for participating in various student ministry activities, such 

as:  

 Attending student studies (including 

Sunday School and Morning Worship) 
 Bringing their Bibles 
 Participating and commenting in online 

Bible Studies / Devotions 
 Bringing guests 
 Participating in Bible activities at their 

schools 
 Making particularly insightful comments during our studies 
 Heading up or sponsoring a student ministry activity 
Students will be able to use their Fu$ion Funds at auction events where they can bid on a 

variety of stuff like iPods, gift cards, shopping sprees, etc... 

 

UPCOMING STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7th 

Zombie Apocalypse Survival Corn Maze 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH 

Bonfire at the Dotson Home 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH 

Operation Christmas Child Packing 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22ND 

Fusion Fund Auction, Bowling and Pizza 
 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH (TENTATIVE) 

Ministry Project—Black Friday Parent’s 

Morning Out / Gift Wrapping 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH 

Board Game Night 

 

We are the Student 

Ministry of Sandy Plains 

Baptist Church. 

 

We are about joining our 

minds with the mind of 

God.  

 

We are about denying 

ourselves and lifting up 

Christ.  

 

We are about submitting 

our will to the will of 

God.  

 

We are about merging 

heart, soul, strength and 

mind into one dedicated 

purpose: to love God and 

to love others.  

 

We are about becoming 

one in Spirit with other 

Christ followers.  

 

We are about becoming 

one with the One.  

We are about: 

the FUSION 



Return Service Requested 

 

2825 Sandy Plains Rd / Marietta, GA 30066 

770.971.8525 / www.sandyplains.org 

LIVE LOVE SERVE 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
 
11/1  Leadership Meeting, 4pm (C18) 
11/4  WMU Council Meeting, 6pm (C6) 
11/5  WOM: Mission Seekers, 10:30am (C18) 
11/12  Young In Heart, 11am (FH) 
11/12  Caring & Sharing, 7pm (Darlene LaHue’s home) 
11/15  Veterans Day Luncheon, 12:30pm (FH) 
11/15  Ingathering Day for Shoeboxes 
11/15  Deacon’s Meeting, 4pm (C18) 
11/16-23 Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Drop Off (Gym) 
  Various Hours 
11/17  Senior Men’s Meeting, 10am (FH) 
11/22  Heritage, 4pm 
11/25  Office Closes at 12pm 
11/26  Thanksgiving—OFFICE CLOSED 
11/27  OFFICE CLOSED 
 

REGULAR WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
Sunday 
 9:30 AM Classic Worship 
    9:30 AM  Bible Study 
  11:00 AM The Awakening Worship 
  KIDSWorship in Student Center 
  11:00 AM  Bible Study  
    3:00 PM  ASL (C-14) 
    5:00 PM  Evening Activities  
    5:30 PM  The Fifth Gospel (C4) 
    5:30 PM  Christmas Choir Rehearsal (WC) 
      
Tuesday 
    9:30 AM  Ladies Bible Study (C18) 
 
Wednesday 
     5:15 PM Fellowship Dinner 
     6:30 PM Christmas Choir Rehearsal 
     6:30 PM AWANA 
 6:30 PM Adult Bible Study 
        
  


